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Background on 
• 2004: Initially developed and deployed at Vanderbilt U. 

Medical Center by Paul Harris
• 2006: REDCap system was offered to other institutions and a 

consortium of domestic and international users was formed 
• Today (12/2018): 

– >3200 active institutional partners in 128 countries
– >600k projects with over >800k users
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Stanford Univ. School of Medicine Stony Brook University The Methodist Hospital Research Institute
University of Colorado-Denver University of New Mexico The University of Kansas Medical Center
University of Pennsylvania University of Minnesota University of Massachusetts Medical School 
UW Seattle Vanderbilt University Yale University 

Source: Lynn Simpson, ERIS



Background on

• Free for not-for-profit partners (license agreement with 
Vanderbilt U)

• REDCap Cloud for commercial entities
• Web-based application
• Simplified methodology for building projects
• Feature rich
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• For end-users, most web-browsers are compatible: 
– IE, Firefox, Safari, Chrome, Opera

• Server side:
1. Web server with PHP (e.g. Apache or IIS) that has the 

PEAR package installed
2. MySQL database server
3. Email server

Technical Details



Access to Project

https://geopd-redcap.uni.lu/redcap/

https://geopd-redcap.uni.lu/redcap/


Project Design



Patient Data



Demographics



Controls



Visit Date



Anthropometry



Exposures/Injuries



DNA



Medications



Medical And Family History 



Bower Criteria



Cognitive Screening 



Depression Screening



Smell Screening



UPDRS/MDS-UPDRS



UPDRS/MDS-UPDRS



Security, Privacy Features

• All transactions are fully encrypted
• Logins use secure authentication
• 2 factor authentication possible
• Identifying data can be flagged in the interface
• Data protection can be applied to those that 

have restricted access to identifiers



Data Export
• Data can be 

exported to 
statistical packages 
(SPSS, SAS, R or 
Excel)

• Data access can be 
granted or 
restricted when 
exporting for 
analysis

• Exports can include 
identified or de-
identified data only 
on a per user basis



Data Import Tool
• Tool used for importing data into project from a CSV (comma 

delimited) file
• Import template available for each project
• 'dropdown' or 'radio' fields use the numerical value (rather than 

the text value) or it cannot be processed
• Any empty rows or columns can be deleted before importing the 

file
– reduces the upload processing time, especially for large projects



https://geopd-redcap.uni.lu/redcap/

https://geopd-redcap.uni.lu/redcap/
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